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The Commonwealth Women 
Parliamentarians 

Australia Region Conference 
(14 – 15 July 2022) 

 
The Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians, Australia Region Conference was hosted by the 
Queensland Parliament, Thursday 14 – Friday 15 July 2022. 
 
The overriding themes of the Conference were gender balance; female empowerment; 
understanding policy and legislative impacts on women; and the importance of female 
representation. 
 
Delegates were from all over Australia and New Zealand, from State/Territory and Federal 
Governments, of varying Parliamentary tenures and positions, and each brought unique 
perspectives and priorities to discussions. 
 
Day One saw a welcome medley of presentations: 

¨ Opening address by: The Hon Annastacia Palaszczuk MP Premier of Queensland and 
Minister for the Olympics 
 

¨ Welcome by: The Hon Curtis Pitt MP Speaker of the Queensland Legislative Assembly 
 

¨ Keynote Speaker: Hon Meaghan Scanlon MP, Minister for the Environment and the Great 
Barrier Reef and Minister for Science and Youth Affairs (Representing the Attorney�General) 

 
The Minister provided an outline of Justice McMurdo’s work and an update on the 
Queensland’ s Women’s Safety and Justice Taskforce – Hear Her Voice.  

 
¨ Panel Discussion facilitated by Ms Corrine McMillan MP, Member for Mansfield and QLD 

representative, CWP Regional Steering Committee 
Panellists: 

• Brian Sullivan, Consultant and former Senior Lecturer CQ University and Qld 
Delegate – National Summit on Women’s Safety 2021  

• Shaan Ross-Smith, Director, MATE Program, Griffith University and Chair of the 
Board of Directors, DVConnect  

• Belinda Cox, Team Leader, Safer Community Culture, Brisbane Domestic Violence 
Service/Micah Projects  

• Nadia Bromley, CEO, Women’s Legal Service Qld  
 

An interesting discussion followed regarding women’s experiences across community, 
industry and government. Ideas were shared as to how to better empower, support and 
promote women across all facets of society. 

 
¨ Guest Speaker: Dr Ramona Vijeyarasa, Senior Lecturer at the UTS Faculty of Law specialising 

in gender and human rights  
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Dr Vijeyarasa delivered an illuminating presentation focussing on progress towards gender 
equality, how to measure it, how to achieve it, and how the law can work better for women. 
Dr Vijeyarasa’s presentation covered: 

• The global story of progress towards gender equality 
• How Australia fares within this global story 

o Australia ranked 44th in the Global Gender Gap Index Report 2020. The best 
being Iceland, Norway and Finland (respectively) and the worst being 
Pakistan, Iraq and Yemen, with the latter ranked 153rd. Australians often 
compare ourselves to the United States of America (USA) on social matters, 
and the USA ranked 53rd. 

o This same report in 2021 had Australia slipping to 50th. 
o In 2006, Australia ranked 15th. 
o It was starkly apparent that Australia is slipping in the global quest to gender 

equality, especially when considering Australia is the 10th richest country in 
the world. 

• How the law can work better for women, and what legislators need to understand 
to enact change. The Gender Law Index was discussed and unpacked as a means to 
assess law, and bills, against women’s needs. 

• Case studies concerning paid parental leave and modern slavery legislation, both 
highly gendered issues, were detailed. 

 
¨ Guest Speaker: Ms Wendy McCarthy AO. Author of ‘Don’t be Too Polite Girls’  

 
Ms McCarthy’s presentation was inspiring, entertaining and informative. It brought home 
the necessity of activism the driver of change, and the onus on women in positions of power 
to promote and pursue gender equality. Wendy’s long track record of advocating, 
campaigning and fundraising for women's issues in public life was detailed and came to be 
seen as new guideposts for action by all delegates. 

 
Day Two saw a shorter agenda but no less informative: 

¨ CWP WA member: Dr Katrina Stratton MLA, Member for Nedlands 
 
Previously a social work academic, Dr Stratton discussed self-care for parliamentarians or 
more accurately, ‘sustaining self as a Parliamentarian’. Dr Stratton brought a unique 
perspective to this presentation, not only as she was a highly respected social worker and 
academic before entering politics, but also because she is a first-term politician and holds a 
seat never before held by the Labor Party, of which she is a Member. Dr Stratton provided 
unique insights and takeaways for all delegates, and this presentation was especially 
pragmatic and informative. One query that Dr Stratton asked delegates as we discussed our 
work with our communities, which has stuck in my head ever since, was ‘what do you want 
your community members to say about you?’. 
 

¨ Guest Speaker: Ms Kate Jenkins, Sex Discrimination Commissioner, Australian Human Rights 
Commission 

 
This was a highlight of the Conference. Ms Jenkins’ work is highly topical and of particular 
and strong interest to all Conference delegates. Ms Jenkins’ report, Set the Standard: Report 
on the Independent Review into Commonwealth Parliamentary Workplaces, was 
groundbreaking, enlightening, and instructive. It put weight and evidence to issues and 
traumas long rumoured, silently experienced or wordlessly witnessed. Ms Jenkins guided 
delegates through the process of the report writing, the participation model, what was 



Hannah Beazley MLA 
Member for Victoria Park 

 3 

stated by participants and the framework for actions to be undertaken to right the wrongs 
of gender imbalance and associated power imbalances and abuses. The below extract from 
Ms Jenkins’ presentation was especially telling. In the below, CPW is the acronym used for 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Workplaces. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was of particular interest to me to discover that of the above, the majority of bullying 
behaviour was perpetrated by women, and the majority of sexual harassment was 
perpetrated by men. 

 
The Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians, Australia Region Conference was illuminating, 
instructive and incredibly worthwhile. To be in the room with other women Parliamentarians from 
all walks of life, sharing a bond over the importance of empowering women and working doggedly 
toward gender equality, embracing the myriad tools at our disposal to do so, was inspiring. The 
shared passion of delegates throughout the Conference was palpable, and the speakers and topics 
chosen were stirring, encouraging and pragmatic. Issues were not sugar-coated, and hard truths 
were not ignored. These hard truths were instead embraced as a means to secure change through 
the better understanding of them. The diversity of topics discussed and the presentation of real 
tools to drive change, together with lived experiences to be guided by, became bankable knowledge 
for each delegate at this Conference.  


